
 

 

Smith Center City Council Meeting Minutes 

April 25, 2022 

I. Call to Order 

Mayor Bryce Wiehl called the meeting to order at 6pm on Monday, April 25, 2022, at the Srader Hall.  

 

II. Attendance 

Council members: Brady Peterson, Dave Mace, Chris Cole, and Tracy Kingsbury. Absent: Don Wick. 

Others: Jamie Marshall, Tabitha Owen, Dana Peterson, Aurielle Hughes, Terri Jones, Andrew Birrell, 

Jerald Ratliff, John Franklin, Kim Phelps, Raquel Boxum, Rick Hileman Sherry Weatherholt (6:02pm), 

Chris Rowe (6:15pm) and Jill Conaway. 

 

Mayor Wiehl announced a Land Bank meeting scheduled for 6:30pm; and an executive session following 

governing body reports. 

 

III. Consent Agenda 

Motion by Peterson, seconded by Kingsbury, to approve the consent agenda as presented. Motion carried. 

 

IV. Previous/Ongoing Business 

a) Pool House-Terri Jones shared the estimate submitted by John Franklin/Solid Rock Construction for 

the construction of a new pool house, based on the engineer’s design. Franklin explained that it may 

be possible to scale down the estimate with some design changes; finish changes; the possibility of 

paying for some materials up front; and a few other options. Ratliff spoke on the pool committee’s 

intention to submit a grant application as the balance of the raised funds are approximately $340,000; 

with the estimate of the pool house construction an additional $150,000, and the additional costs that 

will be incurred with the parking area and the donor wall. Franklin will work on the details of the 

construction estimate. The estimate will be revisited at the May 23rd meeting. 

V. New Business 

a) Nex-Tech Agreements-Conaway presented two Nex-Tech Service Agreements. An agreement 

renewal to backup the server, increasing to $215/month; and Cloud Phone Service Agreement 

renewal for all of the phone and fax lines. Nex-Tech is removing the ethernet line charges. The phone 

at the firehouse was reported as not used. Cole asked to check if this line is used for the fax as the 

S.O. incident reports are received in this manner. Conaway will ask Shannon Rothchild to check the 

line. Motion by Cole, seconded by Peterson, to approve both Nex-Tech agreements. Motion carried. 

 

b) Seasonal Positions-Six applications have been received for lifeguard positions and there are currently 

no applicants to assist the city crew. A form will be required from all lifeguards hired to address the 

employee’s financial responsibility for certification costs should the employee not complete 

certification. A motion was made by Kingsbury, seconded by Peterson, to hire the six individuals 

presented. Motion carried. Applications will remain open for the remaining lifeguard positions and 

city crew positions. 

 

c) Administrative Offices-Following discussion, a motion was made by Mace, seconded by Kingsbury, 

to appoint Aurielle Hughes to the city treasurer position at pay grade 7. Motion carried. Mayor Wiehl 



 

 

explained that the assistant position that will be vacated is essential with shared knowledge of the 

clerk and treasurer as well as additional transparency in the daily duties of the offices. The council 

agreed on the need to fill the position. Mayor Wiehl asked that applications be accepted up to 5pm on 

May 5th, for presentation at the May 9th meeting.  

 

VI. Department Reports/Committee & Board Reports 

a) Recreation Commission-On the recommendation of the commission, a motion was made by Peterson, 

seconded by Mace, to hire Daniel Bennett to fulfill the field director position beginning May 1st. 

Motion carried. 

 

b) Golf Course Advisory Board-A motion was made by Mace, seconded by Kingsbury, to approve 

payment of $3,000 to Alex Hobelmann to provide lessons during the season. Motion carried. 

 

c) Economic Development Advisory Board-A motion was made by Peterson, seconded by Kingsbury, 

to approve a Downtown Looking Up grant to Kendalyn’s on Main for $4,991. Motion carried. 

Motion by Peterson, seconded by Mace, to approve a $3,000 Store Front grant to Kendalyn’s on 

Main. Motion carried. Dana Peterson invited the governing body to a retreat on May 10th and 11th at 

Ingelboro.  

 

d) Housing Authority-Motion by Kingsbury, seconded by Cole, to reappoint John Terrill and Garen 

Kuhlmann; and appoint Brenda McCartney to the Housing Authority. Motion carried.  

e) Library Board-Motion by Cole, seconded by Peterson, to reappoint Cindy Wagner and appoint Ann 

Rust to the Library Board. Motion carried. 

f) Zoning Board-Motion by Kingsbury, seconded by Peterson, to appoint Sara Pruden to the Zoning 

Board. Motion carried. 

g) Police Department-Chief Marshall is reviewing an application for the officer position. 

VII. Recess 

The council recessed at 6:29pm for a scheduled Land Bank meeting. 

The city council meeting resumed at 6:54pm. 

h) Conaway shared the need to have a representative of the city on the Local Emergency Planning 

Committee. The council appointed Rick Hileman to the LEPC. 

VIII. Governing Body Reports 

a) Cole-Fire/Police 

The new fire truck was picked up and has been put to use during this short time with the multiple 

fires our area has experienced. The devastating fires northwest of us that recently took the life of one 

fireman and burned two others due to trucks stalling and stuck, Cole again thanked the governing 

body members for supporting the recent truck purchase in efforts to mitigate safety risks. 

 



 

 

 

b) Kingsbury-Water/Sewer 

Discussed the boil advisory and asked Hileman why the advisory was put into place since there was 

not a line break open for contamination. Hileman explained that state protocol had to be followed due 

to the low water level at the tower. This occurred as a result of equipment failure following the 

electricity outage. LaDow is working with HOA to troubleshoot the issue. 

 

IX. Executive Session 

Motion by Mace, seconded by Kingsbury, to enter into executive session for fifteen minutes, personnel 

exception, personnel matters of non-elected personnel, with Chief Marshall and Attorney Owen in 

attendance. Motion carried. In session at 7:06pm-out of session at 7:21pm. Motion by Peterson, seconded 

by Kingsbury, to extend executive session five additional minutes. Motion carried. In session at 7:22pm-

out of session at 7:27pm. 

 

A motion was made by Mace, seconded by Kingsbury, to have Attorney Owen write up a reprimand on a 

city employee. Motion carried.  

 

 

X. Adjournment 

Motion by Cole, seconded by Peterson, to adjourn. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 7:28pm. 

 

Attest: 

 

 

Jill Conaway, City Clerk 

 

 


