
 

 

Smith Center City Council Meeting Minutes 

September 13, 2021 

I. Call to Order 

Mayor Bryce Wiehl called the meeting to order at 6pm on Monday, September 13, 2021, at the 

Srader Hall. 

 

II. Attendance 

Council members: Adam Rentschler, Don Wick, Dave Mace, and Chris Cole.  Absent: Tracy 

Kingsbury.  Others: Jamie Marshall, Tabitha Owen, Terri Jones, Rick Hileman, Kim Phelps, and Jill 

Conaway. 

 

REVENUE NEUTRAL RATE HEARING 

Clerk Conaway explained that the revenue neutral rate as defined by the legislation, is the property 

tax rate in mills that would generate the same property tax revenue in dollars as levied during the 

previous tax year using the current tax year’s total assessed valuation.  Inflation and other factors 

driving prices up, as well as the city being able to provide continued services, puts a severe strain on 

the budget.  Following discussion, with no comments from the public, a motion was made by Mace, 

seconded by Rentschler, to adopt Resolution 2021-4 levying a property tax rate exceeding the 

revenue neutral rate, proposed at 96.000/revenue neutral rate at 94.303.  Motion carried.   

 

Mayor Wiehl concluded the hearing, opening the city council meeting.   

 

III. Consent Agenda 

A motion was made by Cole, seconded by Wick, to approve the minutes as presented.  Motion 

carried.  A motion was made by Rentschler, seconded by Wick, to approve the vouchers as 

presented.  Motion carried. 

 

IV. Department Reports/Committee & Board Reports 

a) Chief Marshall-The replacement patrol car is in at the dealership, Rentschler offered to assist in 

picking the vehicle up.  Marshall is coordinating the equipment installation and detail work.  

The phased-out police vehicle should be ready to transfer to the airport by the end of the week, 

following the decal and equipment removal. 

 

b) Hileman-The 2009 Dodge Caravan previously used in the transit program has been detailed.  

Conaway has sent the information to Purple Wave to be placed on auction.  Hileman reported 

the replacement of the sewer pump.  Hileman explained that a city crew member is currently on 

medical leave, with a tentative return to duty from his doctor on September 22.   

 

*Meeting recessed for hearing 

 

 



 

 

HEARING TO VACATE ALLEY 

Mayor Wiehl announced the hearing to vacate an alley at 6:15pm, opening the floor for 

discussion.  As there were no objections to the petition, a motion was made by Rentschler, 

seconded by Mace, to adopt an ordinance to vacate the alley running north and south between 

lot sections 1-8 and 9-16 of block 16 in Uhl Place Addition.  Motion carried.  The ordinance 

will be in full force and effect following publication in the official city newspaper.   

*City council meeting resumed, Department Reports/Committee & Board Reports 

Rentschler reported some trees to attend to on Belmont Street. 

Following discussion, it was the consensus of the council to allow the city crew member to 

utilize 14 days from the sick leave pool, to revisit any further needs at the next meeting. 

c) Conaway-ROZ program funding is still available for this coming year, the deadline to apply to 

the Department of Commerce is September 30th.  For Old Settlers Day, Diane Peterson 

submitted street closures.  The 100 block of West Court Street and the 100 block of East Court 

Street from 7am to 5pm for children’s activities, farmers markets, and other vendors and 

activities; and the 100 block of West Kansas Avenue to be blocked in the afternoon for the 

Emergency Vehicle Show/Meet and Greet scheduled from 1:30pm-2:30pm.  Conaway shared 

information on the League of Kansas Municipalities Annual Conference in Topeka.   

V. Governing Body Reports 

a) Wick-Parks/Pool 

Reported that the pool committee has a meeting scheduled for Tuesday.  Wick shared that 

before proceeding with the pool house, that it be considered to hire.   

b) Rentschler-Airport/Streets/Transit 

Shared a section of the minutes from the County Commissioners, with the preference the 

school use crossing guards in the morning instead of a one-way street.  Rentschler reported 

talking with the Sheriff’s office, agreeing with the Commissioners.  In meeting with Mrs. 

Stamm, she reported the temporary one-way during the early morning hours to be going well.  

She asked if the school can just continue to use the temporary one-way.  Wick asked if there 

were still students being dropped off farther down the block.  It was reported that there are 

students being dropped off in the courthouse parking, down the block, and to the north of the 

school; however, the majority are reported as using the crosswalks when they reach the 

intersection.  

*Meeting recessed for budget hearing 

 

 

 

 



 

 

2022 BUDGET HEARING 

Mayor Wiehl announced the budget hearing at 6:30pm.  Discussion commenced on the budget 

and constraints.  Wiehl shared his opinion that with the services offered and inflation, he would 

like to see the city expand the boundary.  Wiehl explained that in traveling other areas, it is 

common that the city limit signs are outside the visible limits.  Wiehl proposed talking with the 

Planning Commission.   

A motion was made by Mace, seconded by Rentschler, to approve the 2022 Budget.  Motion 

carried.  

*City council meeting resumed, Governing Body Reports 

Discussion continued on the temporary one-way use in front of the elementary school.  It was 

the consensus of the council to lift the trail and allow the school to continue using the 

temporary one-way during the morning hours, as the remaining times the roadway will 

continue to be utilized as two-way.   

VI. Proclamation 

 Mayor Wiehl signed a proclamation supporting the annual distribution of Buddy Poppies by the 

Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States, urging the citizens of the community to recognize the 

merits of this cause by contributing generously to its support through donations for Buddy Poppies 

on Old Settlers Day, September 25, 2021; and urging all patriotic citizens to wear a Buddy Poppy as 

mute evidence of our gratitude to the men and women of this country who have risked their lives in 

defense of the freedoms which we continue to enjoy as American citizens.   

 

VII. Adjournment 

Motion by Wick, seconded by Mace to adjourn.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 6:39pm. 

 

 


