
 

 
 
 

City of Smith Center 
City Council Meeting Minutes 

October 22, 2018 
6:00 pm 

 

The City Council met in adjourned session with Mayor Wiehl presiding. Council 
members present:  Adam Rentschler, Dave Mace, Tracy Kingsbury, and Chris Cole.  
Don Wick arrived at 6:32pm. 
Others present:  Rick Hileman, Stacy Schulte, Brad Howland, Tabitha Owen, Jamie 
Marshall, Terri Jones, and Jill Conaway.   
 
Motion by Rentschler, seconded by Kingsbury, to approve the minutes of the 
October 8, 2018 and October 9, 2018 meetings.  Motion carried. 
 
General Public Transportation 
Motion by Cole, seconded by Rentschler, to authorize Clerk Jill Conaway to sign all 
General Public Transportation application documents for the 2019-2020 fiscal 
year.  Motion carried.  A letter of support was signed by the council to accompany 
the application.   
 
Grants and Donations 
It was the consensus of the council to create a fund in the city accounting 
software to accommodate funding received by donations and grants.  As special 
committees work on various projects, monies received can be monitored in this 
fund; as well as monies received in memorial for certain projects or other 
purposes in general.   
 
Employee Health Insurance 
Health insurance renewal quotes were presented to the council for the upcoming 
year.  Motion by Mace, seconded by Rentschler, to renew employee health 
insurance with United Healthcare and Freedom Claims through Strother Insurance 
effective December 1.  Motion carried. 
 
Department Restructuring 
With the upcoming retirement of Dale Pickel, Water Department Head, the 
council discussed employee positions.  Motion by Kingsbury, seconded by Mace, 
to appoint Ryan LaDow as the Water Department Head effective November 1, 
2018.  Motion carried.  The appropriate changes will be made on the emergency 
call out lists, vehicles, vendor contacts and such.   
Motion by Mace, seconded by Rentschler, to change LaDow’s salary from Full 
Time Employee Year 8 on the salary schedule to Department Head Year 4, 
effective November 1, 2018.  Motion carried.   
Upon further discussion, the council agreed to appoint Kalen Mace to float to 
each department as needed, effective October 23rd, while working towards his 
certification in waste water and water.  Rick Hileman will supervise Mace in this 
position.  Applications for the open position, primarily Street Department, will be  
 



 

 
 
accepted until December 1st, for review by the council at the December 10th 
council meeting.   
 
December Holiday Kickoff 
The council approved a request from the Chamber of Commerce to block off 
Court Street from Main Street to Washington Street for the holiday kickoff 
scheduled for December 1st, as well as turn on the holiday lighting for the season 
in coordination with the event.   
 
November Council Meeting 
The council will not meet on November 12, 2018 due to the observance of 
Veterans Day.  A special meeting will be held on Thursday, November 8, 2018 at 
8:15am in order to approve payment of vouchers.  The council will meet again as 
scheduled on Monday, November 26, 2018.   
 
Economic Development 
The monthly meetings for the Economic Development Board have been changed 
to take place the Thursday following the 2nd Monday of each month, beginning in 
November. 
Motion by Rentschler, seconded by Kingsbury, to approve a Storefront Grant of 
up to $3,000 matching funds (awaiting the final estimates) to Insurance Smart for 
signage and work on the entrance/storefront area.  Motion carried.   
Motion by Wick, seconded by Mace, to approve a Jumpstart Grant of $5,000 to 
Insurance Smart, to be paid out over 12 months.  Motion carried. 
Motion by Kingsbury, seconded by Wick, to approve a Jumpstart Grant of $5,000 
to Kendalyn’s on Main, to be paid out over 12 months.  Motion carried. 
Motion by Rentschler, seconded by Mace, to approve a Storefront Grant of up to 
$3,000 matching funds (awaiting the final estimates) to Kendalyn’s on Main for 
the replacement of windows and a door.  Motion carried. 
Motion by Mace, seconded by Wick to approve a sponsor donation of $500 to the 
Chamber of Commerce for the Holiday Kickoff event scheduled for December 1st.  
Motion carried. 
As the benefit package offered to the Economic Development Director was not 
previously brought to the council for approval, a motion was made by Wick, 
seconded by Mace, to approve a change in the city employee benefits for the 
director, to receive two weeks of vacation for the first year of employment.  
Motion carried.   
Wick asked Brad Howland about meetings regarding wind energy.  Howland 
reported on actions taken in the past and a recent meeting. 
 
Reports 
Chief Marshall shared information on a request to improve the safety of students 
at the time of drop off and pick up at the elementary school.  After discussing 
various options, it was decided to suggest to the school an option to designate an 
area at the entrance of the school, on the east side of Jefferson Street, a drop-
off/pick-up zone.  The curbing in this zone could be identified by red paint and the 
city would provide and put up signage.  A school notification encouraging parents 
to use this zone; as well as a reminder for students crossing a roadway to use the  



 

 
 
crosswalks could be sent.  For students using the crosswalk, an option of having a 
crossing guard on duty in the morning was suggested.  The police department will 
monitor the area periodically.   
 
Motion by Wick, seconded by Rentschler to adjourn.   Motion carried.  Meeting 
adjourned at 7:11pm. 
 
Attest: 
 
 
____________________________________ 

Jill Conaway, City Clerk 


